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Summary 
Gender mainstreaming as an approach to incorporating gender within and throughout programmes  
has been on the development agenda for nearly two decades. And while gender is still mentioned as a 
key factor in research for development, no critical mass currently exists within the CPWF to ensure 
gender is adequately examined as one of the key factors in access to, and control of, productive 
resources.    
The CPWF is proposing a multi-faceted approach to mainstreaming gender in Phase II of the 
programme (in recognition that no one single approach will bring the changes we desire). This approach 
will consist primarily of: 1) assessing and addressing gaps in gender awareness and skills among the 
range of people directly working on CPWF R4D programmes; and 2) assessing and addressing gender 
gaps within BDC research.  
 
Key Message 
The CPWF has invested significant resources in designing innovative ways to plan, 
implement and document research for development impact. However, until gender is 
mainstreamed throughout the organization, its approach and activities, the 
programme will never reach its full potential or have long-lasting impact.  
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Gender is not the exclusive domain of rural women. Gender is an extremely sensitive issue to 
address in research and development because it is a direct reflection of individuals, their cultures and 
their values.  
Addressing gender within the CPWF requires multiple approaches because the assumptions and 
expectations (and consequential effects) that make up gender roles exist equally within the CPWF, 
project teams, rural communities, and national institutions, for example.  
By better understanding how gender manifests itself in its many forms, the CPWF community can 
begin to design processes that untangle and address underlying issues of power and voice—two 
elements critical to improving the livelihoods of the poorest and most vulnerable.  
 
 
